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PORTRAITS OF COLONIAL VIRGINIANS. 



BY K. A. BROCK. 



In many families of Virginia are held in reverential regard 
portraits of ancestors. From vicissitudes, needless to be re- 
hearsed, some of them have not been kept- in due repair. Some 
of them, however, despite dilapidation, were evidently the work 
of artists. Whilst the more continuously prosperous and provi- 
dent of the Virginian colonists could have and did avail them- 
selves of the works of the artists of the venerated Mother Coun- 
try, many had to content themselves with the works of the 
artists "to the manner born." A knowledge of the names and 
works of these is a vindication in many aspects. There is pre- 
served a portrait of Mary Boiling, daughter of John Boiling, 
and wife of Col. John Fleming (parents of Judge Wm. 
Fleming), that it may be concluded, was painted in the 
colony about 1725. Just prior to the first Revolution, 
an artist, who may be determined as Charles AVilson 
Peale, painted a number of portraits of the Boiling and Ran- 
dolph families which were collected together at "Boiling Hall," 
Goochland County, and owned by the late Col. Wm. Boiling. 
They were presented by photography, in the Colling Memoirs, 
by the generous reverence of the late Thomas H. Wynne, latterly 
the Corresponding Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society. 
There were doubtless peripatetic artists who went through Vir- 
ginia, enjoying the proverbial hospitality of the "Old Dominion," 
who were the authors of many portraits now described and 
ascribed to Sir Peter Lely, Sir Godfrey Kneller, Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, and some, indeed, to Vandyke* Peale, a sadler's appren- 
tice, but a man of varied gifts, had his first tuition in art from 
Jean Heselius, a Swede, who painted the portrait of George 
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Mason of "Gnnston." Doubtless Heselius painted other por- 
traits of Virginians. It may be assumed, and it is believed may 
be substantiated, that his pupil Peale subsequently painted many 
portraits in the Colony. It is believed that there were also local 
artists; native born, who painted. 

Surely, something of these must survive in examples of their 
work or in concurrent notice, county record and personal diary. 
If so, it should be the duty of the reyerential Virginian who 
reads this to give his or h< r mite of evidence, from portrait, tra- 
dition or record. The most valuable assemblage of portraits in 
Virginia of the colonial period is believed to be that preserved at 
"Lower Brandon," James River, formed by Colonel Wm. ISyrd, 
the second of the name ; these were almost entirely acquired in 
England. 

There are, it may be snpposed, other errant examples of the 
works of English artists. 

It should behoove their possessors in a just spirit of rever- 
ence and patriotism to identify the painter or theme. With all 
respect, this matter, as with a knowledge of one's grand-fathers 
and grand-mothers, is not duly regarded. Those most con- 
cerned should know the most of their own ancestry, and should 
be informed, or strive to duly inform themselves, not only as to 
their' descent, but as to the identity also of precious present- 
ments of yirtue and worth, not too often reproduced. In the best 
possible spirit, by one who loves Virginia as fully, it is modestly 
hoped, as any other son or daughter, is this inquiry commended. 



HISTORICAL NOTES. 



For family history work in England, involving an examina- 
tion of ancient records and archives, persons interested should 
address F. A. Winder, 2 Allen's Road, South Sea, Portsmouth, 
England. 

The work of copying the early County records of the State 
prior to 1700 is now going ahead in several of the Counties, and 
promises a rich harvest of information. 



M. Auguste Moireau, editor of a leading Paris paper, is pre- 
paring a history of the United States. 



The Editor notes with pleasure the gift to this College of 
the numbers of the New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register containing the exceedingly valuable Gleanings of Mr. 
Henry F. Waters. 



